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Mark your calendars and join us for the 

2011–12 4@1st Concert Series
October 23rd: Andrew Chislett, organ
The season opens with First Lutheran’s own maestro 
in a recital of keyboard masterpieces. Dr. Chislett, who 
holds Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Manhattan 
School of Music in piano performance, and a doctor-
ate from Indiana University’s Jacob School of Music in 
organ performance and literature, will present works 
by Kenneth Leighton, Johannes Brahms, Peter Maxwell 
Davies, César Franck, and Louis Vierne. 

January 22nd: Clerestory: Resolutions
The ten men of Clerestory greet 2012 with a kalei-
doscope of madrigals, elegies and more by com-
posers as diverse as Josquin, Vaughan Williams and 
Steven Sametz.

March 4th: Family Concert: The Viva Opera Ensemble
Soprano Claire Kelm, contralto Katherine McKee, 
tenor Colby Roberts, and bass John Bischoff will 
sing you stories from the world’s funniest, scariest 
and most romantic operas, accompanied by Ernest 
Knell.

June 10th: First Lutheran Choir: Heaven’s Gates
The First Lutheran Choir, directed by Katherine McKee, finishes the season with mu-
sic of celestial beauty, featuring Fauré’s Requiem accompanied by organ and cham-
ber orchestra.

Also on the program will be the Puccini Requiem (for choir, viola and keyboard), 
Shaker Songs arranged by Kevin Siegfried, and Spirituals arranged by William 
Dawson, Carl Diton, Hall Johnson, and Alice Parker.

FOUR CONCERTS AT FIRST LUTHERAN
OFFERING A VARIETY OF MUSICAL FLAVORS

2011-2012
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Pastor’s PonderingsA compassionate community
Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be coura-
geous, be strong. Let all that you do be done 
in love.

–	1 Corinthians 16:13-14

We’re off to a robust start to the program 
year with Christian education kicking into 
high gear, the musical groups rehearsing 
and sharing their offerings, Bible Studies 
resuming, and First Lutheran Youth (FLY) 
revving back up with new youth director 
Jeremy Serrano.

This month will offer new and excit-
ing opportunities for growing, express-
ing, and expanding the life of communal 
praise and witness.

October Sundays tell the story: the Bless-
ing of the Animals on October 2nd will be 
wild and wonderful, a new opportunity to 
give thanks to the God of Creation and for 
creatures, great and small, that bring joy 
into our lives.

We will welcome new members to the FLC 
community on the 9th; the 2011–12 4@1st 
concert series begins on the 23rd with our 
organist Andrew Chislett as the featured 
soloist. And on October 30th we celebrate 
Reformation Sunday!

At the same time we hold one another in 
love amid the joys and heartaches of life 
experienced as we share together as a 
community, family, of faith.

Our hearts and prayers continue to go out 
to the Lundeen family and to the Krogh 
family as they both grieve sudden losses 
and begin readjusting to unwanted reali-
ties. Yes, and others in our midst are do-
ing the same.

And so we live together, in the love of God 
with compassion, standing firm in the 
faith that sustains us and in the strength 
of this community of Christ.

Yours in Christ,

Social MinistryEHP’s greatest needs
The Ecumenical Hunger Program has 
published a current list of greatest needs 
in our community.

We are “rolling out the barrel” once again 
in the Fellowship Hall for the month of 
October to receive your kind donations.

Please check your closets! Clothing should 
be in good condition, or consider buying 
new items. Thank you for your help!

Clothing

•	 All children’s, sizes 6, 7, 8, 10, 12 (boys 
and girls)

•	 Size 10 boys jeans

•	 Baby clothes, sizes 18–24 months 

•	 School uniform clothing, all sizes, espe-
cially white collared shirts

•	 Youth shoes, sizes 12, 13, 1–5 (boys and 
girls)

•	 Men’s jeans sizes 32–40

•	 Men’s t-shirts, with or without collars, 
sizes L, XL, XXL

•	 Men’s short sleeve and long sleeve 
shirts, L, XL, XXL

•	 Men’s boxers (all sizes)

•	 Tennis shoes (all sizes)

Other Items

•	 Queen sized sheets and blankets

•	 Towels (all sizes)

•	 Cereal Bowls

•	 Silverware

EHP is always in need of volunteers to 
help with their food and clothes closets. 
Call 650.323.7781 for more information.

–	Social Ministry Committee

Ladies’ Night OutFun and inexpensive!
October Ladies’ Night Out will be on 
Wednesday, October 19th. Time to build 
your own burger (or salad bowl).

The Counter
369 South California Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94306

650.321.3900
http://thecounterburger.com/paloalto/

6:45 pm: try to be there!
7 pm: order dinner 

RSVP to reh@stanford.edu or 650.533.3431, 
and bring a friend! –	Robin Holbrook



FirstWords  •  October 2011    3

For the second month in a row, it is again 
my pleasure to inform the congregation 
of a major gift to First Lutheran. A cadre 
of families and individuals have made 
possible the purchase of a grand piano.

It has long been a goal to have a piano 
that enhances the quality of the musical 
experience already acclaimed with our 
two organs.

The council and the congregation render 
a heartfelt thank-you to John Allured, 
Phyllis Chrisman and Dori Shimer, Nick 
Larsen, George and Ingrid Yule, Jim Puls, 
Don and Jill Knuth, and Allen and Julia Si-
mon for this generous gift.

The council and Property Task Force con-
tinue to struggle with the congregational 
vote for the task force to identify and pur-
chase a parsonage.

Although the vote was to pursue a prop-
erty with a purchase price of up to $1 
million, without the ability to obtain a 

mortgage, the purchase will be limited to 
the cash available in the pastoral housing 
fund.

There have been healthy discussions 
whether an ‘appropriate’ property can be 
found in this price range that will meet 
the needs of our future pastor; the other 
side of the debate favors waiting for a 
more stable economy and/or the future 
pastor to help define ‘appropriate’.

However, in respect for the congrega-
tion’s vote, the council has directed the 
task force to continue to identify proper-
ties within our price range. 

Our new youth director Jeremy Serrano 
will be the guest at Adult Forum on Octo-
ber 2nd. Based upon the discussion he led 
at Men’s Breakfast recently, I encourage 
you all to come learn about his fascinat-
ing faith journey.

–	Mark Bogott

Through much of the summer, the New 
Property Task Force has been working to 
“prequalify” ourselves for mortgage op-
portunities as we embarked on the search 
for a parsonage.

Unfortunately, due to the meltdown in 
the housing industry, the rules for lend-
ing have been rewritten and we do not 
qualify for a loan.

We’ve checked with lending institutions, 
mortgage brokers and Thrivent (requires 
an interest earning account in a signifi-
cant sum) and all have turned us down. 

I reported our findings to Council and our 
Task Force has been directed to continue 
the search for a parsonage but within the 
“housing fund” amount which stands at 
approximately $500,000.

So, we will engage our resident (pun in-
tended) real estate broker, John King, to 
begin providing listings of homes in this 
price range.

As reported during the Annual Meeting 
in June, the Task Force will report to the 
Executive Committee our recommenda-
tions and we will keep the Congregation 
informed of our progress.

We continue to meet and evaluate our 
progress on the Parish Hall studies for 
renovation.

Recently, we have elected to pull togeth-
er all of our findings – committee inter-
views, pricing structures, options for re-
building, financing, etc. – and conduct an 
afternoon “charrette” in the next month 
to attempt to provide a linear approach 
to the evaluation of the options and how 
best to move to a recommendation of 
next steps.

Through all of you, we have tremendous 
feedback and we look forward to applying 
all we know into a condensed summary 
that we can present in the very near fu-
ture.

Thank you for all your support!

–	Don Harrier

President’s Corner

Properties Task Force

New year, new blessings

Properties update
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With autumn comes the reward of har-
vesting the bounty that comes to us as 
stewards of the earth.

As First Lutheran congregants we are re-
minded of our role as stewards to build 
upon the legacy of our first 90 years so 
that future generations may reap the 
blessings of this community of faith. 

Our stewardship takes many forms: in the 
time and talent that we give to the work 
of the church; in the responsibility we as-
sume for the physical plant at the corner 
of Webster and Homer; in the care and 
thought that we devote to God’s word and 
to each other; and in our financial sup-
port. 

On Commitment Sunday, November 13th, 
you will have the opportunity to make 
your pledge for 2012.

In the weeks leading up to that date, 
your Stewardship committee will provide 
more information about building upon 
this year’s pledge base of $280,000 so that 
we may restore program budget cuts, 
raise staff salaries, and more. 

The campaign for 2012, symbolized by 
Robin Bogott’s graphic design, focuses 
on the strong roots of First Lutheran, the 
energy to grow, and the cycle of renewal. 
How will you Live with faith, Grow in spir-
it, Serve with joy?

–	Joyce Rice

StewardshipLooking ahead to the fall campaign

District Assembly

Music

Sierra Pacific Synod District D Assembly

Masterworks Chorale’s fall concert

To what do we compare this generation?

Each fall the three Conferences that make 
up District D—Peninsula, Santa Clara Val-
ley, and Monterey Bay—gather for wor-
ship, learning, and fellowship as well as 
addressing any synodical, churchwide or 
area concerns.

This year’s theme is taken from the hard 
question Jesus raises in Matthew 11:16 as 
he begins his public ministry: “To what do 
we compare this generation?”

In the June issue of The Lutheran, in the 
article “Ten Trends To Watch”, one trend 
in today’s culture is people being more 
spiritual and less religious.

What might that mean for ministry in my 
congregation’s locale?

The speaker is Dr. Carol Jacobson from 
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary. 
She is Associate Professor of Practical 
Theology: Youth and Family Ministries 
and Director, Life Together: Theological 
Programs for High School Youth.

Carol states on her faculty page: “The 
challenges facing Christian education in 
our church today are the same as they 
have always been: namely to equip and to 
empower the whole people of God, both 
lay and ordained, to embrace the Gospel 
life by deepening their relationship with 
God and by offering their lives in service 
to the world in which they live.”

Dr. Jacobson will address the issue of 
“spiritual but not religious” and what it 
takes to reach the younger generations.

The assembly is for any leader in the con-
gregation who may find insights for min-
istry. Small breakout focus groups will 
feature, Council Presidents, Social Minis-
try, Worship, and Youth.

The assembly is from 9:30 am until 3 pm 
on October 22nd at Christ the Good Shep-
herd, 1550 Meridian Ave, San Jose, 95125. 
Contact Pastor Segerhammar with your 
interest.

–	Pastor Kemp Segerhammar

Masterworks Chorale invites you to 
their fall concert, Saturday October 22 at 
8:00pm and Sunday October 23 at 4:00pm, 
both at Transfiguration Episcopal Church, 
39th and Alameda in San Mateo. 

This celebration of French choral music 
features Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem, the best 
known of his large works.

Fauré focuses on the core meaning of the 
word, “requiem” or “rest.” The anguish 
and loss of Death and Judgment Day are 
set aside in favor of peaceful acceptance 
and release. This gentle music is serene, 
comforting, and elevating.

Also on the program: the beloved Panis 
Angelicus by Cesar Franck, Ave Maria by 

Camille Saint-Saëns, and the uplifting 
“Sanctus” from St Cecilia Mass by Charles 
Gounod.

–	Bonnie Fullerton
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MusicNew gifts in the sanctuary

FOUR CONCERTS AT FIRST LUTHERAN
OFFERING A VARIETY OF MUSICAL FLAVORS

2011-2012

Concert 
Sponsor

?
Last season was the debut 
of First Lutheran’s concert 
series 4@1st.

A few members supported 
this effort with substantial 
contributions, we covered 
some of the costs through 
ticket sales, and we stayed 
within our budget.

The concerts were a success 
and now we are extending 
the opportunity to help 
with this outreach to the 
community.

Please consider sending a 
check to the church office 
with 4@1st in the memo line.

Thanks for helping music 
wing its way through First 
Lutheran and out the door.

You may have noticed a shiny new ad-
dition to the sanctuary at FLC—a beau-
tiful Yamaha grand piano. Yes, FLC has 
acquired, through the generosity of a 
number of donors, a Yamaha C3 (Con-
servatory Series) grand piano. The pia-
no is 6’1” in length, about 20 years old, 
and is in great condition.

Interestingly, the piano was bought in a 
“going-out-of business” sale for Fresno 
Pianos, which took place at Peninsula 
Yamaha in San Jose, one of only a hand-
ful of Yamaha dealers in the Bay Area. I 
drove down and played about 20 pianos, 
from a selection of over 200 in all sizes 
and prices, and decided on a couple of 
pianos suitable for FLC. I recommended 
the choices to Allen who speedily went 
to San Jose to try the pianos. We both 
agreed on the C3 that is now in the 
sanctuary.

The new piano will enhance the already 
wonderful music program at FLC. It will 
add an element of versatility as it can be 
used to accompany the choir in a broad 

range of anthems, especially gospel mu-
sic, spirituals, and contemporary music, 
as well as being used for preludes, post-
ludes, and other instrumental or vocal 
music. I’m sure the piano will attract 
groups for the 4@1st concert series, 
and perhaps the upcoming concert sea-
son will feature a piano soloist or the 
piano featured with any combination of 
instrument or vocalist.

The Yamaha Company was founded in 
1887 by Torakusu Yamaha in Hama-
matsu, Japan, and Yamaha pianos are 
considered worldwide to be exceeding-
ly well-made instruments of superior 
quality.

First Lutheran’s new piano will last for 
many, many years to come and will be 
bring pleasure and joy to all those that 
hear it. It is a wonderful new addition to 
the church and to the music ministry of 
FLC. Many thanks again to the generous 
donors who made this possible!

–	Andrew Chislett

Often we deal with prayer as a task.

We turn it into a visit with Santa Claus 
or a business meeting with the boss…

But personal prayer time is about 
loving and being loved by the one 

who made us and loves us into 
being every day of our lives.

It is not a quantifiable project 
but a qualitative relationship that 
requires nurture and attention.

~Sr. Dawn Annette Mills, osb
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But in my experience, here’s the reality: there are many twists, tangles and 
loops along the way. The cord may become frayed or broken. Even when our 
everyday life seems to have overwhelmed our spiritual life, God’s love and 
forgiveness are still there.

–	Jill Knuth

Read, ponder, share, pray

Lectio Divina yields

New Revelations

Lectio Divina

We enjoy a free-form, and often inspiring discussion on Thursday mornings when we meet in the library at 10 am for Bible study. 
We focus on the Gospel text for the coming Sunday, and it’s revealing to hear each person describe their reaction to the text. 

As often happens, I go home with new understandings swirling through my head. After the session on September 22, when we had 
looked at Matthew 21:23-32, I pondered the relationship between my everyday life and my spiritual life. How do these two strands 
of our being intertwine? Then this visual analogy appeared before my eyes.

This is the ideal situation: the two strands twist together to 
form a smooth, strong cord; they’re synchronized, balanced

It has been a pleasure being here at First 
Lutheran for this first month. I have 
found the congregation to be warm and 
welcoming and have appreciated the 
congregation’s eagerness to get to know 
me—I was invited this last month to tell 
my life story at the Men’s Breakfast and 
at Adult Forum.

In addition to this, I have learned that 
y’all care about your youth. I encountered 
a willingness to volunteer with youth that 
is unprecedented. I was blown away at 
how easy it was to find confirmation men-
tors. Thank You!

The Youth Group will be expanding the 
ministry in one significant way this year. 
We will be having monthly events in ad-

dition to our weekly Youth Group Sunday 
School.

The purpose of these events is for youth 
to invite their friends and get to know the 
“church” in a non-church setting and for 
youth to fellowship outside of church as 
well. So parents, encourage your youth to 
invite their friends!

We have two very exciting events coming 
up this month.  We will be playing Laser 
Tag on October 17th and having our an-
nual Halloween dinner October 29th.

For more information see the weekly 
News and Notes.

–	Jeremy Serrano

YouthNew youth activities: invite friends!
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Social MinistryLetter from Rios de Agua Viva
What follows is an English translation of a re-
cent letter from Pastor Vilma Rodriguez of our 
sister parish in San Salvador, El Salvador, Rios 
de Agua Viva.

Thanks for having us always present in 
your prayers.

The family of Diana and Anita have al-
most finalized their preparations for 
their visas and this week we are going 
to make appointments for the interview 
through the call center in Mexico. When 
we have the date of interview we are go-
ing to write to you. 

Your prayers today more than ever are 
necessary for us, because many of the 
families of Rivers are experiencing very 
difficult situations.

Mrs Elodia Rivas, one of our oldest parish-
ioners, is seriously ill, has some disks of 
the backbone dislocated and has difficul-
ties moving.

We are praying for her and waiting for all 
of her medical processing, but they don’t 
give much hope for her. 

Rebeca Cornejo, who is relatively new in 
the Church, began to participate of the 
devotional life in January of this year, but 
Sunday told us that her mom is dying lit-
tle by little by renal deficiency.

Her mom’s kidneys do not function and 
she is already, as an older person, resis-
tant to dialysis because it is very painful 
and she does not he see results of healing.

Besides, the possibility of transplant of a 
kidney is almost impossible, because it is 
a very expensive surgical operation and 
because to date they have not found com-
patible donors. 

Flor Chávez and Angela de Cornejo, two 
parishioners of Rios, have remained with-
out work during the current economic 
crisis and to this day they have not found 
new jobs.

The economic situation is very difficult 
and above all the social violence that has 
increased a lot; as usual, the most affected 
are the most vulnerable sector of the pop-
ulation: women, the elderly, and children.

If I am feeling a little pessimistic or de-
pressed, the other reason is that today I 
went to give a training to the lay leaders 
of the 15 churches of the Microcomputer 
region north of San Salvador.

I was informed that the husband of Mirna 
Dueñas, one of the leaders of the Church 
of the Holy Trinity, was murdered last 
week by some robbers who boarded the 
bus he was riding. They began to rob him 
and the passengers and the driver.

Mr. Dueñas resisted the robbery and one 
of the thieves shot him in the back and 
killed him. Mirna arrived today to the 
training and served us the snacks as usu-
al, but was with the very sad look and was 
making a large effort not to cry.

I had to be with her to give her the emo-
tional support and to help to process her 
sorrow, but there were 35 students who 
needed our attention, so only when we 
were alone I could embrace her and to 
tell her that I would go with her to attend 
psychological counseling next Monday at 
the synod offices.

She lives in a city that is two hours away 
from San Salvador and it is very difficult 
to come during the week to the Synod for 
the consultation. 

God bless you now and forever, with af-
fection as always,

–	Pastor Vilma Rodriguez

FirstWords

welcomes all submissions and letters from readers.

Email firstwords-editor@flcpa.org.
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Book GroupPainful secrets are uncovered
The FLC Book Group’s pick for October is 
Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay, a cur-
rent bestseller recently made into a mov-
ie.

In the story, we hear two voices, a ten-
year-old girl caught in the 1942 roundup 
of Parisian Jews during the occupation, 
and an American journalist assigned to 
write about the tragic events 60 years 
later.

Painful secrets are uncovered in this riv-
eting historical novel.

All are welcome to join in the discussion 
on Monday evening, October 17th, from 7 
until 8:30 pm upstairs at church.

–	Christine Segerhammar

October birthdays
1 Ellen Dietrich

2 Heather Gaya

4 Lucas Simon

5 Eleanor Aldinger, Andrea Schoen

8 Abigail Lundeen, Jesse Fletcher/Ladomirak

10 Amber Stime

11 Welly Fletcher

14 Lucas Washburn, Nancy Schmit

15 John Allured

20 Earlene Freet, Haley King

21 William Guhr

22 Dan Guhr

23 Hana Kajimura

25 Christopher Kelly 

26 Ingrid Yule

29 Jonathan Youngquist, Marylin Morton

Adult ForumOctober Forum topics
Adult Forum is held in the Library on Sun-
day mornings from 9:15 am to 10:15 am.

October 2nd

New Youth Director Jeremy Serrano will 
discuss with Forum his background, what 
has brought him to FLC and his future 
plans—both for the Youth Program and 
ministry.

October 9th

Joe Haletky will lead a discussion of a 
video on the Old Testament, prepared by 
Amy-Jill Levine, Professor at Vanderbilt 
University Divinity School.

October 16th

Forum, during 2011-2012, will periodi-
cally discuss one Ten Commandments. 
The first discussion is the 10th Com-
mandment: “You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or male or female 

slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor.”

October 23rd

Where Have All the Young Girls Gone? 
Forum will discuss the ethical implica-
tions of the combination of new technol-
ogy, advocacy for population limits and 
cultural norms that are resulting in sex 
selection based abortion including about 
160,000,000 girls and women missing 
from Asia.

October 30th (Reformation)

Forum will discuss Lutheranism as a re-
form movement within the Roman Catho-
lic Church including contemporary fac-
tors pushing the Lutheran church toward 
and away from the Catholic Church.

If you have an issue that you would like Forum 
to take up, whether you would like to develop 
information and lead a discussion or have a 

suggestion for others to follow up on, please 
contact Ken Schreiber (talk to him before or 
after Forum, call him at 650.853.1049 or 
email him at krsplan@mindspring.com).

–	Ken Schreiber
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1 Pray for the Conference of Bishops who 
are at the Lutheran Center in Chicago, Il-
linois, for their fall meeting.

2 Sixteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost

Gracious God, we pray for the people of 
Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan, that they may find peace and 
security.

3 Pray for the Lutheran Office for World 
Community as it monitors and responds 
to the work of the United Nations in hu-
manitarian issues.

4 Pray for Alicia and the Rev. David Bron-
dos in Mexico City. David teaches at the 
Theological Community of Mexico, an 
ecumenical association of theological 
schools.

5 Pray for the start up of ministry with 
the Latino community in the Eleva, Wis-
consin, area. Pray that leaders rise up to 
guide the ministry for the sake of the gos-
pel.

6 Pray for the Rev. Jackie Griffin, a pas-
tor and nurse completing her Sango lan-
guage study, who will begin a ministry 
of accompaniment with the Central Afri-
can Women for Christ department of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Cen-
tral African Republic.

7 Pray for doctors, nurses and other 
health care professionals as the flu sea-
son begins.

8 Give thanks for the many years of faith-
ful ministry provided by Dr. Mark and 
Linda Jacobson to the Evangelical Luther-
an Church in Tanzania.

Mark is a medical doctor and serves as 
director of Arusha Lutheran Medical Cen-
ter. Linda works with the center’s Sexual 
Abuse and Rape Care Center and provides 
orientation and hospitality to the many 
volunteers who come to work at the cen-
ter and Selian Hospital.

9 Seventeenth Sunday 
after Pentecost

Merciful God, in the midst of economic, 
political and social challenges, we pray 
that you will give strength and wisdom 
to the people of Bangladesh, Bhutan and 
Nepal. 

10 Pray for explorers and travelers, that 
they may learn and grow from their expe-
riences around the world. Help us to hon-
or and value the diversity of all of God’s 
children.

11 Pray for the ELCA Southeastern Synod 
Leadership Convocation meeting at Lu-
theridge in Arden, North Carolina, Octo-
ber 11-13.

12 Give thanks for Bernard Gianoli and 
the work he does on behalf of the ELCA 
with Disaster Response and Recovery 
and Rehabilitation in Haiti after the 2011 
earthquake.

Pray for the Lutheran Church in Haiti and 
all the people in Haiti that have seen their 
lives turned around by this disaster.

13 Pray for the leaders who gather in Chi-
cago, Illinois, for “Word Alive: Planning 
the Future of the Book of Faith Initiative,” 
October 13-15. 

14 Pray for the board for the Association 
of Lutheran Resource Centers who meet 
in Chicago, Illinois, October 13-15 to plan 
on behalf of ELCA Resource Centers.

15 Pray for all who serve in chaplaincy 
ministries that they may be sustained 
with a living hope, especially in times of 
despair.

16 Eighteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost

God of the nations, we give thanks for the 
Christian communities in India, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka. Strengthen them to be wit-
nesses of your love and peace.

Bless the companion relationships among 
the South Andhra Lutheran Church of In-
dia and the ELCA Northeastern Minnesota 
Synod, and the Andhra Evangelical Lu-
theran Church and the ELCA Northwest-
ern Minnesota Synod.

17 Pray for all who are recovering from 
natural disasters throughout the world 
and in the United States.

18 Pray for the Rev. John Lunn, who 
serves in India with the Palliative Care 
Unit at Christian Medical College in Vel-
lore. Pastor Lunn helped to develop this 
program and is actively involved in health 
ministries in India and Liberia.

Daily GuideOctober Prayer Ventures

Prayer petitions for Sundays follow the World Council of Churches Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
and can be incorporated into the prayers at weekly worship. Weekday entries are offered as 

guides to prayer for the global, social and outreach ministries of the church. 

Thank you for your continued prayers for the life and mission of this church.
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19 Pray for the Executive Board Meeting 
of the Women of the ELCA that meets in 
Chicago, Illinois, October 19-23.

20 Give thanks for the work of the Rev. 
Randall and Gail Mundt, who are moving 
from Copenhagen, Denmark, where Ran-
dall served as interim pastor, to Tokyo, 
Japan, where he will serve as interim at 
Tokyo Union Church.

21 Pray for corporate leaders as they 
develop policies to protect the human 
rights of both employees and those in 
their sphere of influence as well as seek-
ing ways for their companies to be good 
stewards of God’s creation.

22 Pray for Phil and June Nelson, serving 
in Cameroon. Phil works with both the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Camer-
oon and the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Central African Republic, managing 
logistics for missionaries and visitors 
as well as providing support for these 
churches in their relationships with ELCA 
synods, congregations and members.

June serves as a nurse at Ngaoundere 
Protestant Hospital; she also manages 
guesthouses and provides a ministry of 
hospitality for visitors.

23 Nineteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost

We praise you, loving God, for the warm 
welcome and hospitality experienced by 
visitors to the Indian Ocean island na-
tions of Comoros, Mauritius, Seychelles, 
Maldives and Madagascar.

24 Pray for the ELCA Montana Synod’s 
Northern Rockies Institute of Theology 
that meets in Great Falls, Havre and Glen-
dive, October 24-26.

25 Pray for the Rev. Andrew and Barbara 
Hinderlie. Andrew serves as regional rep-
resentative for East Africa, working with 
churches of Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda and 
Uganda.

Barbara is the regional representative for 
Tanzania and Madagascar, accompanying 
the churches in these countries in a vast 
array of ministries including its compan-
ion relationships with ELCA synods and 
groups.

26 Pray for all who care for orphans, old-
er adults and others without resources or 
family throughout the world.

27 Pray for the Rev. Peter and Michele 
Johnson and their family. Peter serves as 
pastor of St. Andrew’s Church and Direc-
tor of St. Andrew’s Refugee Service.

Called to serve people in need in Cairo, 
the refugee service annually meets the 
educational, nutritional and cultural 
needs of over 1,600 refugees from Sudan 
and throughout the continent of Africa.

28 Pray for those who labor to rebuild 
economies shattered after the war.

29 Give thanks for Carol and the Rev. 
James Sack, serving with the Japan Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church. James teaches 
pastoral care and counseling at the Japan 
Lutheran Theological College and Semi-
nary, Tokyo.

Carol reaches out to those facing death 
with a pastoral harp ministry. 

30 Twentieth Sunday 
after Pentecost

We bless you, O God, for sending your 
Spirit into the hearts of the people of Bu-
rundi, Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Rwanda.

As challenges and discord continue, make 
grace abound in the hearts of your chil-
dren. 

31 On Reformation Day, pray for the on-
going reformation of this church that the 
gospel of Jesus Christ is proclaimed for 
the sake of the whole world.
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